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The notion of being a series editor was first introduced to me through by Henry Giroux in the 
early 90s.  He mentioned to Joe Kincheloe and me that scholarship, publishing, and encouraging 
new scholars was the way to make a pedagogical revolution.  Henry and Paulo Freire had a series 
with Bergin and Garvey, actually the seminal series in our field, and Joe and I used that series as 
a model for the work we did. 
 
The mandate of a series editor is to share the wealth…the wealth of our work and the work of 
our colleagues.  We listen and observe, identifying those who could contribute to the whole, 
becoming part of a group of researchers, teachers, activists, and students who want to grow with 
their writing and to share knowledge. 
 
DIO PRESS INC is dedicated to bringing together the brightest and most innovative work in 
critical education, cultural studies, and social sciences.  We have an advisory board of scholars, 
and our series editors are part of this board.  The work of a series editor can be negotiated with 
DIO, how many books do you want to “sign” each year, what is the mandate of your series, what 
is different about your work, your authors’ work and your vision, who is your audience?  
 
We are looking for series editors who want to share their vision with colleagues and 
acquaintances.   
 
The beauty of being a series editor is that you can conceptualize how you want your series to 
look, read, and educate.  Here are thoughts to consider for your interest in editing a book series.  
A series is a collection of books by single, multiple authors and/or editors.  The editor(s) works 
directly with the publisher’s acquisitions editor and publisher, in the case of DIO Press Inc, you 
will be working with either or both of us, Michel Lokhorst and Shirley Steinberg.  As far as your 
authors are concerned, you are their direct link to the company and bring their proposals, ideas, 
and questions to us.   
 
Creating and Proposing a Book Series: 
 
Themes/Topics: 
Assess the need for a series, think of at least 10 ideas associated with a meta theme.  Who is the 
audience for the proposed series?  Can the topic sustain at least 10 volumes in the next few 
years? 
 
Wish List: 
Create a list of themes, list names of scholars, doc students who are associated with working on 
one of the themes.  Assess each person, what have they written or are writing now? Time 
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commitment? how do they write? what do they teach?  Contact a few of the authors, ask them 
if they would be interested in doing a volume for a series you are proposing. 
 
Proposing series: 
 
Title and summary: 
The title of the series should not be long or contain more than one phrase, it should be general 
enough to include 10+ volumes, but specific in the goal of the series.  Write a 250+ word 
summary on the series, who will the audience be? Who are your authors? What is the point of 
the series?  Textbooks, reference books, undergraduate/graduate/post graduate?  Following the 
form on the DIO website, create your series proposal.  Adding a wish list of scholars and titles 
or topics does not imply you have contacted them or have contracts waiting, it indicates you 
have conceptualized the series and have mapped out ideas of authors and topics. 
 
Edited book/your own book(s): 
 
One idea for starting a series:  often a series starts with springing off of an edited book.  Example 
in point would be in the early 90s, when Kincheloe and I edited 13 Questions:  Reframing Education’s 
Conversation, we found that after the book, and 26 authors, that each author had more to say, 
and had created a topic and curricular/foundational need in education that could be addressed 
further.  This is when we conceptualized the first book series, Counterpoints.  We asked each of 
the 26 to consider writing or editing a book for the series, proposed the series, and it was 
launched. 
 
After you sign as a series editor: 
 
DIO will work with you to create a series look, and the colors which will identify your series.  
Each series has a specific logo on the spine which identifies the series.  In each volume, there will 
be a series description (written by the series editor) and a list of volumes.  As series editor, you 
will receive a box of business cards to use as you work with new authors and solicit books. 
 
Series Board:  Each series should have an editorial board which assists the editor in any questions 
and often reviews book submissions.  As a refereed series, it is important that the series editor 
discusses a new acquisition with editorial board.  The board members will receive a copy of each 
book as it is released.  Invite up to 6 members to join your board, their names will be noted in 
each volume.  It is important to invite diverse editors from different geographical areas. 
 
Invite authors:  How you chose to invite author is up to you.  Michel and Shirley can assist in 
working to create the easiest way to acquire a new book. We are always here to work with you 
as you create your list of authors.  After you invite the author, you can assist them in filling out 
the website form for a new book proposal, then it is submitted to DIO (please send to both 
Michel and Shirley).  Important points of discussion are a proposed due date for manuscript, and 
length of the book.  When the book proposal is accepted, the author(s) will receive a contract.  
You will receive a confirmation from DIO that the new book has been contracted in your series. 
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Working with your authors:  Some authors chose to work without a lot of collaboration with their 
publisher, some authors wish to work closely with their series editor and publisher.  You can 
answer their questions directly or have Michel or Shirley work with you for this.  Some questions 
are as simple as looking at a production schedule or as difficult as coming up with the perfect 
cover.  Often, our authors just want to know that their series editor is there for them, and to 
weigh ideas and thoughts on the book. We are there to support you and your authors, and work 
together with you to create the perfect book. 
 
Being a series editor:   
 
The benefits of working as a series editor include the social:  meeting new authors and developing 
professional relationships with colleagues in different areas of the world; becoming a seminal part 
of a publishing company; promoting new and developing scholars; creating a space for critical 
scholarship in the classroom; filling a need for scholarship which is not presented through a 
traditional corporate publishing model; working on experimental scholarship, creating social 
media links with authors, producing lasting and important work. 
 
With our new press, we plan to continue to create a community of scholars dedicated to 
equitable and socially just scholarship.  Collaborating for the past 15 years, we have worked to 
extend book publishing to include a relational experience with integrity…along the way we have 
found life-long friends in our authors and publishing has become so much more than just writing 
a book.  As we begin this new journey with DIO, we are working with several generations of 
scholars, beginning with those who were just starting in the 90s, whose students were published 
in the 2000’s and who are now mentoring the next generation.  Please join us in this collaborative 
work. 
 
 
Steinberg, S.R. (2019).  Unpublished paper.  New York, NY.  Do not use without 
permission. 
 
For more information contact Michel Lokhorst mlokhorst@diopress.com or Shirley Steinberg 
ssteinberg@diopress.com 
 


